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since 1987
•fine art originals
• sculpture
•prints, posters
. jewelry
•custom picture framing
3208 SE Ha)vthome Blvd
Portland, OR 97214
(503) 231-3726

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural fiber clothing
for work and play
Jewelry, Accessories & Gifts

Individual Tax Returns
Business Tax Returns
Full Accounting Services
Business Advisory Services
Financial Statements
Tax Planning
Investment Planning
Susan A. Nestor

Certified Public

Accountant

503-246-0694

La Paloma
Easy Free Parking • Friendly Service

H i i : : d a ! e S h o p p i n g C n t r . n e x t to N a t u r e ' s • 5 m m . f r o m D o w n t o w n • 2 4 6 - 3 4 1 7
M e n . - S o t . 1 0 a m - 6 p m , Thurs til 8 p m , S u n 11 - 5 p m

G a i a

&

Kurt

Counselling

D a v t e s

& Consulting

3204 S E Balboa D r i v e
Vancouver, W A 98684

Anlne MansMMr
for

Wom&nmd

Portrartd, Of? 97221

206.944.7178

Omt^Oe^^

)^'?7^1-0990

. . . whatever
path you travel,
El

Mundo

for

Women

has

E l Mundo
/orWOMEN.

t h e c l o t h i n g for
the journey.
Sensual niceties,"^ mtisic, books,
videos, gifts & more.

3 5 5 6 S . E . HAWTHORNE / PORTLAND, O R / ( 5 0 3 ) 2 3 9 - 4 6 0 5
NORTH HEMLOCK / CANNON BEACH, O R / ( 5 0 3 ) 4 3 6 - 1 5 7 2

(503) 236-0505
4526 SE Hawthorne
Portland, OR 97215

The Bookkeeping Department, Inc.
ENTERTAINMENT ' 9 5 BOOKS

ON SALE NOW!

.

Joan Sears
licensed Tax Consultant
EnroUedAgent

Order through any choir piember or

Call 721-0262

2305 NW Kearney, #331 • Portland. OR 97210 • 223-0641

C O M M U N I T Y
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C H O I R S

C©ri'c©rd Choir, Irvc.
OPERATIONS

S

UBSCRIBE TODAY! Season subscriptions are
\.... Artistic Director
on sale now at the box office or by calling
Operations Manager
Production Coordinator the Concord Ticket Line at 503-721-0262.
Press Relations
Librarian
RETURN O F THE LIGHT

David Yoric
Patty Gicante
Fay Malloy
Bruce Morris
Anne Bates
CONCORD CHOIR

Concord Choir

David York

7:00 pm;

December 21- 7:00 pm & 8:30pm
1

Joan Simcoe...'

Director

to affirming Peace through Music
Our Mission: To produce quality
choral music as an instrument of peace for
our audience and ourselves through a variety

December 16,11,18&20-

AURORA CHORUS

A Community of Choirs dedicated

of choirs ranging from professional enseinbles
to entry-level adult and children's choirs.

OMSI Murdoch Sky Theater

satori MEN'S CHORUS

Bemie Kwiram

Director

C O N C O R D CHOIR

CANDLEMAS

CHRYSALIS

David York, Director

Viriditas Vocal Ensemble

David York
/....
Laura Frizzell
Diane Schell-Rowley

Concert Choir Director
...Celebration Singers Director
Coordinator

February3 &

Echo Theater-1515

VIRIDITA$ VOCAL ENSEMBLE

Joan Simcoe

Semi-professional chamber

4-8:00pm

February 5 - 7:00 pm
SE37th

ensemble. Members are audi-

CONCORD
CHOER

tioned every spring.

MOSTLY MOZART
DEBUT

Sunday, March 5 - 7:00 pm

SEASON

The Old Church-1422

Cetitvihvtmtis

SW 11th

FROM THE SAME PEN

VOCAL ENSEMBLE ^
Joan Simcoe, Director

1994-95

Auditioned women's ensemble.

Debut November, 1994. Auditions every spring.

satori men's chorus

'Thicket sales account for only a portion

AURORA C H O R U S

Saturday, March 18 - 8:00 pm

X of the substantial costs for producing
Dreamers. Thousands of doHars of donated

VIRIDITAS

Concord Choir

Joan Simcoe, Director

Aladdin Theater - 3017 SE Milwaukie

' Entry-level women's chorus.
LOVE WILL GUIDE US

goods.and services enabled this "Dream" to

Meets Thursday evenings at

Aurora Chorus & Ronnie Gilbert

be realized. Please add your support with

DATE CHANGE!

a financial contribution.

Sunday, April 16 - 7:00 pm
Artene Schnitzer Concert Hall

Send your check to :

Whitaker Middle School.

AURORA
CHORDS

AURORA currently has a waiting
list of interested singers. Call

WmminHamony
farfeaoe

721-0262 to add your name.

CHRYSALIS SPRING SING

Aurora
PO Box 2636

Chrysalis Concert Choir •

satori m e n ' s c h o r u s

Portland, O R 97208-2636

& Celebration Singers

Bernie Kwiram, Director

Sunday, April 23, 4:00 pm

Entry-level men's chorus.

Westminster Presbyterian Church
^

Return of the Light
FEATURING

Concord Choir

Meets Wednesday evenings

1624 NE Hancock
IN C O N C O R D

at Jackson Middle
School. Call 721-0262 for more information.

The Concord Community of Choirs

CHRYSALIS

& Fear No Music
Saturday, May 20, 7:00 pm
Chiles Center, University of Portland

Yo™gvo.c.wop«Mu>ds.j^Heart«

David York & Laura
fj-i^^gg Dtrectors

Concert Choir for treble voices, aged 10-15,
with some musical experience and training.

Dec, 16,17,18 & 2 0 - 7 : 0 0 pm
Dec. 21 - 7:00 pm<t 8:30 pm
OMSIlVfurdock Sky Theater
In what has become a Portland Holiday
tradition, Concord Choir, in collaboration
with OMSI) proudly presents the fifth season
of Return of the Light. Always a seasonal
favorite, come witness the power and majesty
of the winter solstice played out in music
and light across the planetarium theater.

FOR ADVANCE TICKETS
Call OMSI at 797-4600

WIN A

free

TICKET

to any Performance
in our 1994-95 Season
(Excluding Return of the Light and Chanticleer)

Fill out the back of the ticket stub
with your name, address and
phone number. Place your entry
in the box in the lobby.
Your name will also be added
to our mailing list ito receive the
"Tuned In " to Concord newsletter..

Celebration Singers for children ages 9-14,
regardless of previous musical training. Both
choirs meet Thursday afternoons, Westminster
Presbyterian church/.

To

REGISTER

OR FOR M O R E ^INFORMATION

C A L L 721-0262
,
*

O r write to:

^

P C Box 2636

I

Portland, O R 97208-2636

P R I N C I P A L

Magic

A R T I S T S

Ma\«T«§

DAVID Y O R K COMPOSER

DO JUMP!
MOVEMENT THEATRE

A

D

S founder and

0 Jump Movement

Theatre, under the.

Artistic Director of

the Concord Community

direction of Robin Lane,

of Choirs, David York has

has been pioneering a

conducted hundreds of

new form of theater in

performances in the last

motion since 1977. The

decade ranging from pre-

group's performances

mieres of music by Russian

are a provocative blend

composers in Moscow to
the gubernatorial inaugu-

DAVID YORK

JUDITH BARRINGTON

ROBIN LANE

of dance, acrobatics,

'

aerial work, humor and

ration of Barbara Roberts in Salem, the Tree-

History and Geography. Her poems, essays,

original music. Dancers can be found on the walls

lighting Ceremony in Pioneer Square, services

and criticism have appeared in many journals

and ceiling as well as the floor, and actors may

at the Living Enrichment Center, Earth Day,

and magazines. She teaches creative writing and

spend as much time upside down as right side up.

the Names Project, back-yard memorials,

is the founder and director of The Flight of the

The company's visceral thrills and mind

and impromptu gatherings at Portland

Mind, a two-week summer writing workshop for

tickling inventiveness create a poetic journey

Saturday Market.

women in the Oregon Cascades. She is also the

for audiences of all ages. Watch for Do Jump

executive director of Soapstone, a 24-acre retreat

Theatre's new work, "Come On In," premier-

for women writers in the Oregon coast range.

ing in April 1995.

David's vision of a community singing
together inspired the inception of Chrysalis
Children's Chorus, satori men's chorus, Aurora

Dreaniers is her second collaboration with

Woftien's Chorus, and the ensemble that started

composer David York. Earlier, she wrote the

it all: Concord Choir.

libretto for York's oratorio, "Mother of Us All,"

Music that David composed has been

debuted in March 1991 by Concord Choir.

performed by every major choir in Portland.

Barrington was recently awarded Oregon's -

"Return of the Light," a winter solstice show

American Civil Liberties Union 199^ Freedom

combining the visual splendor of a planetarium

of Expression Award, an honor given in recog-

show with live choir has played to capacity

nition of "those individuals who have demon-

audiences at OMSI for the last five years.

strated their own beliefs and vision in uphold-

"Mother of Us All," a full-length oratorio

ing artistic and intellectual freedom."

written in collaboration with Judith Barrington,
has "been professionally recorded and is available
for purchase on compact disc or cassette tape.
David just received a grant award from

ROBIN LANE - THEATRICAL
DIRECTOR/CHOREOGRAPHER
obin Lane has been creating multi-

r
..media
performance art since she was 14.

J O A N SIMCOE - C O N D U C T O R

J

oan Simcoe has \vorked in the Northwest
as a teacher, conductor, church musician and

composer for B years, most notably as Artistic
Director of the Seattle Women's Ensemble
(1981-1991). She joined the Concord Community
of Chohs in the fall of 1993 by becoming the .
music director of AURORA CHORUS. She is
also the founding director of Concord's newest
addition: Viriditas Vocal Ensemble. Joan's numerous choral compositions and vocal arrangements
for women's voices have been performed by many
GALA

and Sister Singers Network choruses

across the country. Also included among

,

the Metropolitan Arts Commission to compose

She began Do JUMP! Movement Theatre in 1977

her compositions are chamber works, sacred

45 minutes of original music for electronic inshu-

and continues as its artistic director today. In

anthems, music for modern dance and two full-

ments in a tuning system of 17-equal semi-tones

1983 she founded the Echo Theatre and the '

length musicals. Joan was recently commissioned

per octave to be presented next summer in the

Echo Theatre & Movement School and

by the Pacific Northwest Women's Choral Alliance

high-tech environment of OMSI's Murdock Sky

Children's Company.

to compose a new work for festival chorus for

Theater. He currently attends University of

Lane has created 16 original evening-

Oregon three days a week in pursuit of a

length works and has taken D o JUMP! Theatre

PhD in Music Composition.

on tour in the U.S. and Canada. She has directed

JUDITH BARRINGTON - POET & WRITER

and choreographed for Storefront Theatre,

J

udith Barrington, poet and writer, wrote

Tygres Heart Shakespeare Company, Northwest

the libretto for Dreamers. Born in Brighton,

Children's Theatre, The Fallen Angel Choir,

England, she lived in Spain and London prior

and many other dance and theatre companies.

to moving to Oregon in 1976.

Dreamers is the fourth project Lane has ,done

Barrington is the author of two collections
of poetry: Trying to Be an Honest Woman and

in collaboration with David York. She enjoys
the creative process and being upside down.

their tour, Under One Sky, which will reach
Portland in May of 1995.
KATE SULLIVAN - THE T R O U B A D O U R

B

orn and raised in Oregon, Kate Sullivan
began singing at an early age. She has made

music her professional career for the past 15 years.
Kate has travelled the United States, primarily
on the West Coast, offering her heart through
her songs. She performs regularly with two

P R I N C I P A L

Temptation at New Rose Theatre.

Short Eyes. He has also appeared with the

She has also been Leah in The

Portland Opera and read with Chamber Music

Immigrant at Interstate Firehouse .

Northwest.

Theatre. For the past four years

SIMCOE

KATE

SULLIVAN

Sam is the on-the:air spokesman for

Mary Jo has been a member

K M T R - T V , NBC in Eugene. He was recently

of Do-JUMP! Movement Theatre

the voice for the Yest)n 18 Ballot Measure

company with featured roles in

banning bear baiting and hunting of cougars

Out of Context and Big Fun.

with radio controlled collars. He is married to

Before moving to Oregon,

JOAN

A R T I S T S

local playwright and director Cindy McGean

Mary Jo studied in New York at the

and is the brother of AURORA member

National Shakespeare Conservatory,

Judith Mowry.

toured with National players, and
groups, Kate Sullivan and Company, (a six-

taught acting classes in Washington D.C. During

member Rock Rhythm and Blues Band) and

the past six years Mary Jo taught for Portland

Loose Wimmin (a 5-6 piece band featuring all

Public School's Talented and Gifted program, the

women players). These two groups are featured

Metro Performing Arts and currently teaches with

on Kate's two self-produced albums, ''New Shade

Oregon Children's Theatre. She is a resident artist

of Blue" and "Here Is My Heart."

with Young Audiences and Artists in Education.

" -

MAYA COSTANDI - J O , THE CHILD
'T^en-year-old, Maya Costandi makes

T

her acting debut playing the role of Jo

in Dreamers. Currently she sings with the
Chrysalis Concert Choir and attends Ainswprth
Elementary School. Her hobbies include basketball, baseball, soccer, horseback riding

In addition to her performances with these
groups, Kate is often called upon to lend support
to many philanthropic organizations through
benefit concerts. " I have the will so I can usually
find a way!"

SAM A. M O W R Y GRIZELDA, T H E BEAR
^his sixteen-year resident of Portland has

1 1long been active in the local theater. He
has appeared as Vachel Lindsay in Monograms

Her solo performances are heart-feU and

and as the Creature in Doom of Frankenstein

moving as her ever growing audience attests.

for Portland Repertory Theatre; as Uncle

MARY J O ABINADER - MIMBLE

Vanya for Oregon Stage Company; as

M

Petruchio in Taming of the Shrew; Henry

ary Jo AbiNader has been in Portland
for the last six years. She has performed

at Portland Repertory Theatre as Hanna in
A Shayna Maidel, Anne in Charles Deemer's
Half-Life

Conspiracy, and Lorencova in

Higgins in My Fair Lady; and Lenny in Of
Mice and Men. He is probably best known to
Portland audiences for his award-winning performances in Children of a Lesser God and

and ice skating.
MARIE LUDWIG E S P E R A N Z A J H E DREAMER

A

t 23, Marie Ludwig, one of Aurora's

youngest singers, is a former Jefferson

High School Dancer and has danced and sung
in Portland productions of The Wizard

ofOz,

Hello Dolly and Oliver. She has sung with four
local rock groups performing some of her own
music, which she describes as "forties meets
nineties." Sinc^ graduating from Jefferson,
Marie has taught dance in Oregon and Idaho
and toured the west coast with two top 40's
bands. Her dream is to sing for animated
Disney films.
S A R A Z A N - ASL SIGNER

by Twila Johnson,
Aurora Movement

together. The trapezes thankfully went
Ensemble

C

untouched as the women below rolled and

horeographer Robin Lane escorted 20-

stretched their bodies. The improvisation was

some AURORA members from the comfort

then worked into the story, a combination of

of hiding behind our music folders into a physi-

movement to and from group "snapshots."

cal workout of imagination. By encouraging

As we began to work on the dream sequence,

trust through weight-bearing exercises, she led

we pulled out the mats and lined up for somer-

the group through structured games. As the

saulting. The self-conscious members repeated-

exercises progressed in difficulty, different

ly eased themselves to the back of the line, but

movement groups surfaced and the involved

it wasn't long before everyone's tennis shoes

rehearsal process began.

were waving in the air. The release of inhibi-

When I arrived at the first rehearsal, the

tions continued to help us develop creatively,

trapezes dangling from the ceiling worried me.

proving that the child in each of us was still

Soon, we were engaged in spatial relationship

nestled not far beneath the shadows.

exercises, playfully becoming aware of moving

S

arazan Torelle James, signer for the
Saturday performance of Dreamers, has

been interested in sign language since living
near a deaf family when she was a child. She
completed interpreter training at Portland
Community College and works at the
Washington School for the Deaf. She
has interpreted for many performances,
including the Portland Lesbian Choir and
The Dance Brigade. This is Sarazan's
debut with AURORA.

I N T E R V I E W

The 'Breati7er<f'' C©llab©rati©fv
by Kat Strieby,

I set myself the challenge of trying not to use

In the midst of concert preparation, AURORA

, the word "light" as I wrote the piece. I think it's
member Kat Strieby managed to gather the creators only in there (Mice, in the "Aurora" song at the end.
of "Dreamers" together for an interview: David York,
composer; Judith Barrington, poet; Robin Lane,

David- Then there were certain cornerstones
in the work, the climax would be in the dark;
that was Judith's mandate. So Robin and 1 kinda

Did you draw on any particular n^hs or stories? scratched bur heads, and said, okay, so how
do we do that? (laughter).

theatrical director/choreographer. '

Judith: Not really, though nobody writes in a

David, I remember you talking about doing

vacuum, I'm sure; there are all kinds of stories

a Solstice show as far back as the summer of

that I have somewhere in the back of my knowl-

1992. What inspired you to do a such a show? edge. David actually went and looked at some
stories and gave me some titles and we talked
David:! wanted to write a show for AURORA.
I wanted to write a complete work for them, and
also we were struggling with what to do with the
. holiday season. The first year of our existence
we sang Hanukkah, Christmas, Winter Solstice
music - mostly Christmas stuff - and it wasn't
a perfect fit, I'd seen terrific success with

about the myths, buf it was so overwhelming that
I decided I'd make up my own. I know that one
of the things that influenced the plot was a book
that I always really loved. The Kin ofAta Are
Waiting For You by Dorothy Bryant. It's about
a community where dreams are the real thing,
and waking life is just to support the dreams.

"Return of the Light", at OMSI, and with a

I was very clear about how 1 wanted the
show to begin, what it looked and feh like.
I didn't care what the content was, but there
was a certain energy associated with it that 1
cared a lot about. And then 1 also wanted one
piece, perhaps even called "Aurora," for AURORA
to sing, so Judith aaommodated me with that as
well. 1 wanted that to be a kind of lush choral
piece. She knew my style, so she just loaded
me up with words, (laughter) It was great!
Then Judith created the story.
Juditk I didn't exactly create the story.

name like "Aurora," it just seemed obvious that

How did you get into this, Robin?

we needed to have a Winter Solstice show. So I

Robin: (To David) How did you get me

in a situation where they have to do certain

talked to Judith about it right away, and §he said,

into this? (laughter)

things. Then all of us together said, well,

David: You were involved early on, before

now we gotta have some drama.

"Yeah, that's a really great idea and I couldn't
possibly do it this year, but I would definitely

I created a situation, a community of people

Judith wrote hardly anything.

do it next year." (laughter)
Judith: We always knew you were going

Judith, when you came to talk to Aurora aboutto be part of it.
,
the show, you said you wanted to focus on the
David, You knew you wanted a spectacle,
darkness. Why did you choose to do that?
movement and choreography and dance, so
Judith: Part of it was that Ihad jiist read this

Robin was the natural choice?

book by Toni Morrison, which talked about the
fear of the dark that manifests itself throughout

David: Absdutely.
Robim David and I worked together a bunch.

to the fear of Black people and Black history.

He composed music for one of my shows that

It made me think a lot about all the things

I love, called "Out of Context."The first time I

some writers I admire have written about

worked with David, I called him up and asked

the necessity to go into the void, into the dark-

if he would write a 45-second choral piece of

ness. I didn't want to perpetuate the idea that

people singing in the shower.

dark is bad and that the only redeeming feature

Now the big question: how does something

about the Winter Solstice is that the dark's going

like this come together, the music and words

to be oVer and we're going to start having light.

and movement?

I saw it as an opportunity to say something
that might just catch people and make them
think. We also talked about it being a family
show, and I think lots of kids are afraid of the
dark. I was afraid of the dai-k when I was a kid,
and I liked the idea of putting out there that
some really good things happen
with dark.

-^'AI^

it a theatrical thing. I'm in charge of the audience, how they're going to feel and see and
hear, how they're going to experience it.
David: "The Dream" is one of the things I
find the most fascinating, because that really
typifies the essence of collaboration. Judith
created the container and wrote, "the Dream

Amef ican literature and how'that is connected

'

Robin: That's probably my main job, making

Robin: We were all talking about making
the thing work as a whole, as opposed to just
our different pieces. Judithfleshedout the story,
then I looked at the words to see how to make

is dreamed." Then who holds the ball at that
point? Judith has thrown it up in the air; I don't
grab it, but instead Robin is running with it.
Robin: I think you called me up, Judith, and
said, "Well^jou're going to write the Dream."

Do you all have anything else you want to say
about the show and putting it together?
David: It might be good to say a little bit
about writing a piece of art for a communitybased amateur performing group. It has different kinds of challenges than if we were working with all professionals.

this into something an audience will perceive

It feels to me simultaneously like an expression

as a dramatic work. So even though that's tradi-

of gratitude and service. AURORA is so unique in

tionally what a director would do, it's also col-

its mix of who's attracted to be a part of it, and

laborative because we would talk about it,

yet its voice is so vibrant and the community is

back and forth, constantly.

so intense. It's a'really rich opportunity to
bring the discipline of composing to.
;

continued on page 5

A U R O R A
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JV^xt..- l - © V e Will £ruid^ tsf
Continued from page 4

by Joan Simcoe,

Judith: From my perspective, it's really

A

different to know that the people who are

Director

hall in the eighties. Critics have acclaimed her

URORA CHORUS is no stranger to collabo-

as an artist "whose singing makes everything

ration. We thrive with every opportunity

she has a hand in come alive."

going to be working with this piece and involved

to work with such wonderful artists as singer/

with it over a period of time, are partly doing it

songwriter Betsy Rose and Ysaye Barnwell of

hope, healing and peace, including some favorites

for recreation and partly doing it because they

Sweet Honey in the Rock. Tonight we join with

from past performances, in a spirited concert you

share some sort of a philosophy. Their connec-

performers from Robin Lane's DO

won't want to miss. Ms. Gilbert will take a solo

tion to the piece itself is much more important.

Movement Theatre Company.

My part of it is to create something that will
fit with this group. •
Robin: So it's no accident that the show
is about a community, right?

JUMP!

AURORA will come alive, presenting songs of

set in the second half, presenting material from

This coming April, AURORA will present

her current one-woman show on the life of the

Love WIU Guide Us, sharing the stage with singer

legendary labor agitator, Mother Jones. She

and stage actress Ronnie Gilbert. Ms. Gilbert

will then blend her exuberant presence with

has had a long and colorful career. She is best

the enthusiastic voices of AURORA.

known for the joyous contralto and vibrant
Judith: Right, exactly.

personality she lent the celebrated singing

P L E A S E NOTE: T H E D A T E AND T I M E

FOR TfflS CONCERT HAVE CHANGED.

Hobin: This is a mix, this show: it's got pro-

group of the fifties, T H E W E A V E R S . Ronnie,

fessional musicians, it's got some professional

Pete Seeger, Lee Hays and Fred Hellerman made

actors, it's got AURORA. I think what AURORA is,

records that sold millions, bringing folk singing

7:00 pm on Easter Sunday, April 16,1995, at-the

is an energy. After listening to them rehearse, I

into the mainstream for the first time.

Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall. Please join us!

thought the sense of the community that AURORA
creates is what has to carry the show.

She built a career in the theater, and later

Love Will Guide Us will be presented at

Tickets are on sale now at the box office or

as a therapist, before returning to the concert

through the Concord Ticket Line at 721r0262.

A

concerns, easing stress aiid touching souls.

There are things, certainly, as an artist, that
are challenging about this show. There are very
few rehearsals. When Fve done musicals before,
I've never done them in less than six weeks'
rehearsal, sometimes seven days a week, with
people who are professional performers.

URORA-members volunteer to sing at a
variety of community events. The mission

of these performances focuses on extending the

The Outreach Committee seeks contact
with various community organizations to offer

Judith: In a way I have similar constraints.

message of "Peace Through Music" to those who

perfcmnances by a representative group of singers

There wouldn't be any point in writing a show

may not or cannot come to us, including disad-

from Aurora. If you would like more informa-

for AURORA without be\ng in tune with what

vantaged, disabled, isolated and multi-cultural

tion on the outreach performance opportunities

AURORA was all about, and I think that influences

communities. We also participate musically in

for 1995 and 1996 please contact Georgia

the actual subject matter. To me it's more excit-

'events tfiat provide funds for caring and nurturing

Pinkel at 206-694-8805.

ing than just writing something that's going

organizations. Music can be a common denomi-

out there to people who might not even

nator, providing a bridge between people, lifting

is on stage for our concert programs.

understand what it's about.

spirits, providing respite from problems and

Sorry, we can't provide this service at outreach events unles
special arrangements are made by the sponsoringvrganizati

-

An American Sign Language interpreter

David: That's why I love this project.
Robin: So it's closer to what ritual is, in a

^vrer^'s Ulster^

way, because we're connecting to that.
Judith: When we first talked about it, we wanted
to offer something close to a ritual, that could
be done more than once.

^

David: Inherent in the design of it is the ,
opportunity to repeat it in subsequent years,

by Susan Giasse?, Aurora
T^he

member

of the songs convey the voice of-what we

archives of AURORA are growing. The

feel and care about.

X music library is in place and full. Each of

A summary of our collective accomplish-

the 80-plus songs we have performed over the

ments follows. K you've been with us before,'

past three years carries a message to our com-

we hope reviewing the list will provide a joyful

munity. The words, melodies and harmonies

memory of our messages of Love & Peace.

either every year or every other year. We were
aware of that possibility, in creating a dream

92-93 S E A S O N

93-94 S E A S O N

sequence that would change every time you

March 92: International Women's Day

October S3: The Ancestors' Breath:

performed it.

May 92: To Everything There Is A Season
November 92: Bread and Roses

(

African and African American Song
June 94: Rhythms We Harvest From Our Souls ,

May 93: The Power of Women Assembled

s

P E R F O R M E R

I99t'^^

S

7

C O N T R I B\

T

O

R

S

Cetitvibvters

INDIVIDUALS
Laurel Adebnan
Jae Allen
Jane Ames
Deme Andersen
Joan Andrews
Marilyn Ayers
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The Great Dream

,

Community, Jo, Honored Dreamers

Oh Silly Humans
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A Stranger Is Coming
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GO Away Stranger
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-
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Will It Come?
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Dim the Fire

Community
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(Great Dream written and choreographed by Robin Lane)
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Laura Pape

L I B R E T T O

T

he longest night is very important to the

The long dark is approaching

community in Dreamers.' It is the greatest

The black of the night is our friend

If the stranger arrives before dark
we're certain to have another dreamer.
'

Tonight we will enter the void once more.

opportunity for dreaming-and particularly for

The day's running out like sand.

For often a stranger has come on this night
before the Great Dream has been seen.

^

The Great Dream to happen. Every year, peoOh stars, remember tonight is the night

ple hope that one of them will be fortunate

JO: It's hard to love a dream you don't know,
but I'll try; I know it's the way.

artd turn your faces aside.

enougji to dream The Great Dream - which
everyone else will also see while they are asleep

The dark is approaching, the dream will come.

Tonight is the night.

Oh stars, remember to hide!

I hope it comes quick—

-and thus provide a clue to solving some probThe long dark is approaching

lem. The Great Dream brings wisdom.
For the Great Dream to happen, however,
certain rituals must be observed. The year-

The void is the brightest black.

HONORED DREAMERS:

The long dark is coming, is coming to us.

At the edge of theflreis the dark.

This night brings a dream on its back. '

At the top of the water is steam.

(offstage)

At the end of the year there is joy, there is fear,

round fire must be extinguished as a sign that
"THE

everyone truly loves the long dark. A stranger,
who is a troubadour, must come their way and

GREAT

At the edge of your mirui is a dream.

DREAM"

(Community, Jo, Honored Dreamers)

be welcomed into their midst. They must be

"OH

SILLY

HUMANS"

COMMUNITY:

hospitable, no matter what th'e visitor is like,

(Jo, Grizelda)

At the edge of thefireis the dark.

and they must be willing to learn something

At the top of the water is steam.

from the stranger. For the ritual to be fulfilled,

At the end of the year, there is joy, there is fear

The dark night is here!

this stranger must sing a song about a dream.

At the edge of your mind is a dream.

Wake up if you're my friend .

Everyone participates in these rituals,

Jo: Grizelda! Grizelda!

Wake up, you lazy bear!

The Great Dream comes only once in the year

GRIZELDA:

and only if we're prepared.

led by a small group of Honored Dreamers,

A stranger must come to us singing of dreams

who are those people who have, in the past,

MIMBLE

GRIZELDA

ESPERANZA

The dark night has come

And all of us sleeping will share in the dream—

(the Bear)

-

Our minds willunite and take flight.

GRIZELDA:

JO: Tell me again the story of dark

(The Dreamer)

Wake up or you'll miss it!

GRRRRRR!

GRRRRRR!

Tell me about the Great Dream.

Sweet dreams forsake me!

(includes Toni, Natalia, and Sam)

I'm old enough now

It's winter, foolish human:

THE TROUBADOUR

It could even be me

HONORED

.

Wake up so we can visit.

to dream for us all on this night.

(the Great Doubter)
DREAMERS

ENSEMBLE

(Guest Artist)

^ ,

Who is it dares to wake me?

Oh tell me about the Great Dream!

LUNA (Waking Song Vocalist)

COMMUNITY:
''SOLSTICE"

>

, •^
^

At the edge of thefireis the dark.
At the top of the water is steam.

(Community)
SOLSTICE! The longest night

GRRRRRR!

;

WE WELCOME

THIS MAGICAL

, You'll be sorry you disturbed me: ^
- f

you know better than to wake me...

At the end of the year, there is joy, there is fear

Great Bear in the sky!

At the edge of your mind is a dream.

Why did you forsake me?
The humans want me to wake

JO: One day I hope I'll get to dream

Oh surely they cannot make me!

the drefim that we share in the night.

NIGHT!

^

••

One day ni

lead-

The long dark is approaching

it could really be me!

and night will soon be here.

Oh how can I possibly wait?

GRRRRRR!

,

'

HONORED

Don't you know it's winter?
Who is it dares to wake me?

DREAMERS:

Jo: Grizelda! Grizelda!

At the edge of thefireis the dark.
The long dark is approaching

At the top of the water is steam.

when dreamers lead the way.

At the end of the year there is joy, there is fear,

The Great Dream comes on the darkest night.

. At the edge of your mind is a dream.

GRRRRRR!

Great bumblebees come and take me!

, A time when wisdom comes to us—
the long dark ofdte year.

GRRRRRR!

BoU my head and bake me!

SOLSTICE! When black is bright
SOLSTICE! When dreams mke flight

,

Jo: Grizelda! Grizelda!

The Great Dream will come to one who is chosen
SOLOISTS

(Grunts, groans, yawns and mutters)

Go Away!

a stranger with gifts to spare.

been given The Great Dream.

Jo (the Child)

^

I'm much too excited to play! '

Stop being such a grouch!^
. You great big hairy potato,
Always sleeping on your couch!

' ,,

The Great Dream comes to stay. ,
It's me. It's me your friend.

COMMUNITY:

, The long dark is approaching, ^
thefirewill soon be low.
We welcome the dark outside and within.
But see the embers still glow.

'

Come on. Surely you remember?

Those who have brought us the dream in the past
are honored among us, are wise.
^ Tonight they will lie at the center of our circle
as the year'sflameflickersand dies

'

And now it's nearly the night
when we put out the glowing ember

A stranger is coming

/ told you last fall
how we welcome the dark,

' -

how the Great Dream may come
Hey Zelda:Wake up!

•,

^

. ,'

-'

'

•

•

'

'

, '

Okay...Okay...
'
My honey's at an end

-

The road's so narrow
.

^

.

^ • ;i
•
*

will she arrive
'

Oh it's you, my young friend.

.

'

•

. across the hollow— "

and the snow's on the ground
•

'

but I need a little berry pace..
Bring me that small cup.

;

•

>

MIMBLE:

We bears have done it as long as fish swam.

> '

'

As long as the humming bird flew.

SAM:

As she sang of her dredm, her black eyes gleamed

.

, " •

In my dream we learned the sky was burned
and the rain was no longer clean.

; . •

.

We studied the ain and learned how to take care.
I give thanks every day for that dream. '

'

A L U The stranger is close,
can you see her face?
\ she tall? How old

We can't be sure
,
it's the Troubadour—
dtings might not be as they seem ' i,

does she seem?

:,

You've still got much to learn.

A L L A stranger is coming

'

The stranger is coming

The dream you seek is fragile—

j ,. '

It won't come while the embers bum.

^ _^ '

Take it from me, Grizelda knows—
all dreams come down jrom the sky.
The Great Bear herself is up there
where the stars have jumped so high.

,

•

J

"GO

.

on the night of the dark a stranger came.
'

••

He sang of a dream about strawberries ani cream.
, He was old, he was blind and lame. •

*

^

I know what you told me,

'
. - "
.

Hey! I think I see your stranger

-

, "

(Mimble)
Part of me wants to wekome the stranger
Part of me thinks that a stranger means danger ^

Better get ready to put out the fire.

for everyone knows
where dreaming goes
the work of the devU

she's climbing the hill

she's humming a tune—
she'll be here soon.
Surely she'll bring us
the dream.

'•

Part of me knows it's a blasphemous thing....,

A stranger is coming:
by the stream

far away down the lane.

•-^

everyone knows
from their heads to their toes
where dreams can kad—
oh yes indeed!
the devU has.plans
for idle hands
and he sends them abng

Your ritual's beginning again!

NATALIA:

:,

A

/

<
,

The horse was black and wore stars round its neck.
Its eye was both gentle and fierce.
That was the year we dreamed of the earth

COMING"

(Community, Mimble, Honored Dreamer Ensemble,

,

\

in a dream or a song

Years ago, when I dreamed the Great Dream,
the Troubadour came on a horse.

Honored Dreamers: Toni, Natalia, Sam,)

STRANGER"

that midnight revel's
ALU A stranger is coming ^

Your dreams will be wise, will be deep.

It's a lot of fuss and commotion
on a dark December day.

AWAY

Part of me wonders what song he will sing.
When that stranger came we were quiet, we were sad
for at first we doubted that he was the one.
But we opened our door to the old Troubadour
and soon all our worries were gone.

You humans are just beginning to learn
To dream you just listen and sleep.
This darkness is good, you will fall in its arms.

i .

Will she sing? Will she sing
of a dream?

I remember another year

We bears know that dreams drift in like the mist
or like willows that sigh as they bend. -

Good luck with the dreaming
and what your dream may bring.
But now I really must sleep again.
See you alt in Spring!

'

She might be the one
with the dream.
Tom:

\

Dreams are like waves on the ocean,

a stranger must come this way.

the stranger is coming.

A stranger is coming!
^

'

or wheat when it blows in the wind.

ALU A stranger is coming
A stranger is coming
Who can it be?
' The Troubadour!,

and the birds of the night all crowed.

;

DOUBTERS: Beware! Beware!

IS

When I was the Dreamer, the stranger came late,

,

•,

Oh silly humans!

"A STRANGER

around...

delayed by a storm on the road.

DOUBTERS: Beware! Beware!

'i
;

.

. '-^

;

;

and dogs bark.

;

Dreaming is nothing new.

.

Let children sing songs

'

:

•

'V :

Letusgoout

•

Oh silly humar^!

/
. ^

,

with a dance and a shout.
-

if she's friend or foe?
There could be imposters

before dark?

Okay...Okay...
I'll wake myself up—

' .

. • '

of a dream!

A -

GRIZELDA:

'

. bringing a song

, .

•'/

MIMBLE: But how do you know

,

A stranger is coming

all this singing—
my head is zinging!
Dreaming is BAD:
It makes me go mad!

' •

'

and learned to put back what we took.

But part of me wants to welcome the stranger

We rotated our fields till the land was all healed.

though part of me knows that a stranger means danger

I wrote it all down in the book.

I'd better watch out or I'll start getting NICE.

A L U A stranger is coming
the rabbits are drumming
the frogs are all thrilling
with sound.

So listen up all and Til give some advice:
We can't go on welcoming strangers like this:
from Elvis to Artemis, here's my analysisstrangers bring troubk, they're foreign, they're new;
when no one's around, who knows what they do?

9

\

Welcome stranger!

I don't want to think of the future,
Strangers bring thoughts and new fads that disturb usand what Til be doing in spring.
from over the seas they arrive like Columbus
with words that are smooth and ideas that are bogusToday is so dark and so empty
their habits are weird and their voices perturb us. with no song, no stranger to sing.
Strangers eat food that tastes weird to our tongues

Tell us who you are.
What do you sing?
What do you bring?
We know your gifts will take us far

Nobody told me what happens to us

with no dream; are we all in danger?
and wear scentstiiatare musky and clog up our hm^..
Nobody said what This year wUl be like
But there's part of me wants to wekome the stranger:
ru)w that we've hst the stranger
I'd better watch out I'm clearly in danger.
My family told me I had to be good
Just go away
and wekome'the stranger as friend
I will lead you astray
I would be good—really I would
Follow the highway
but now it's all come to an end!
or follow the bluejay
I thought I could share in the dream.
Walk on a by-way
I thought I codd hear what it told
till Sunday or Monday
But now there is nothing to do
go swim with a sting ray
but lie down till thefiregrows cold
till Tuesday or Wednesday
Don't enter the fray

Black is the dark and the fertile earth
,'

Black are the caves in the ground.

' •

Lifegiving water moves with the moon.

-

Again the Great Dream comes around.
Welcome, stranger!
come in arul be our friend—
Wekome stranger!
You've reached your journey's end.

Not this year Not this time.

Don't sing
and DON'T

The grourui we will lie on is dark and strong,
the source of all life is below.
Our dream will emerge and unfold like a kaf
It will glow like our embers glow.

i'
STAY!

, i

Go away stranger
We're all in great dango'
Go away stranger
you evil night-ranger
dog in the manga'
shape shifter, Shape changer
We're all in great danger
Go away stranger

I wanted it so much,
this time it won't be mine

Welcome, stranger!

No Great Dream. No dream song

we krww your songs are new.

I wanted it so much

What do you sing?

Oh why did it have to go wrong?

What do you bring?

'

Come tell us something true.
"WELCOME"
THE

(Honored Dreamers)

^

Now is thetime,tonight is the night,

^

TROUBADOUR

SINGS

^
"WILL

IT

COME?"

our Mother, the darkness, will come.
Go away stranger
Go away stranger
"NOT

THIS

A stranger has found us, night is close by

(Community and Esperanza)

The stiirs are beginning to hum.

COMMUNITY:

Now is the time, we will open our hearts
to welcome our friend from the road
.
Take drinks id refresh her, honey and wine.
Let somebody help her unload!

YEAR"

(Jo)
Oh how can I keep on hoping
when the stranger has gone away?
I've waited so long for this special day,
the long solstice day!
Oh how can I keep believing
that someone will bring a song?
I wanted so much to put out the fire,
but no-one has come along.

Welcome, stranger!
Wekome to our midst.
Wekome, stranger!

''
-

We open up our arms-

ESPERANZA:

Welcome stianger!

Now even the cedars are gone and the sky

Tell us who you are.
What do you sing?

' is a cave like the cave of my body.
.

I've always tried U) love the dark,

What

but now that the Dream won't happen

We give thanks for whoiyou are

I just don't want thefireto go out—
there's no point at all in napping!
that stupid Great Dream is lost!
If it wasn't so dark, I'd go out in the fields

My heart in its hollow reaches for the dream.
^ .•

We are bom of the earth, the ocean, the sky

and make footprints across the frost.
Not this year Not this time
I wanted it so much,

10

you bring?

All things are bom from the dark we knew first
and the roots of the cedar and pine
go deep in the blackness, the belly of die earth
where our dreams and their weavings entwine

,

/ just won 'i believe in it any more:

this time it won't be mine.
No Greta Dream. No dream song.
/ warUed it so much
,
Oh why did it have to go wrong? ^ ^'

^

'

First the shadows at the foot of the trees
grow darker arul ferns fade away.
Fiddlehead and sword leaf merging into blackness;
rocks and moss atui boughs becoming one.
Then the sky grows grey and the trees are black
at the top where they whisper and sway
A spark from thefireflieshigh and pops.
The sky grows black like the tiees

Will it come? Will it come tonight?
Dream... dreamAll day I have thought of it steppingfromthe sky
its voice Uke the river, its hands on my face.
All day I have stayed where the darkness is thkk.
I have stayed in the void, waiting.
Oh dream... dream...

and wisdom is there when we're still

Will I hear it approach? Will it call out to me?

The dream wUl be born in the womb of the night

Or will I just find it inside?

when the owl floats over the hill

Will I know it is hereby the glow of my skin

Wekome, stranger!
Welcome to our midst.
Welcome stranger!
We open up our arms-

and the smUe on my face and the hum in my throat?
The dream is the darkness; the blackness of trees,
the presence thatfillsup the sky.
My heart wants it with me. My heart wants to know:
Will it come? Will it come tonight?

L I B R E T T O

COMMUNITY:

"WAKING

Now all the stars are hiding their lights

"THE

SONG"

(Community, Honored Dreamers, Jo, Dancers, -

(Community, Esperanza, Luna)

as the sky becomes one with the woods
Nothing is seen but the gleam of an eye "

The Dreamer, Grizelda, Mimble, Children)

COMMUNITY: LOW humming

as the fox turns his head to the scent.
Darkness grows quiet, no sparks leave the fire,

ESPERANZA:

Dance, one and all!

Moon, where are you?
Dream, where are you?
Moon, are you sleeping?
Dream, oh Dream, come back!.,

the embers are dying away.
In the darkness the Dream will be born today—
the Dream that we all will share.

LUNA: I'm sleepy, oh so sleepy...
"DIM

THE

FIRE"

(Community)

Tonight our coals fade from red to black,
so put out the fire, there's no tuming back!
Remember, remember, remember the words
of foxes, coyotes, of fishes and birds:
the ember, the ember, the ember must die
for our dream to appear, for our dreamer to fly.
Fireflies and glow-worms: lie low for a while;
the darker the night, the bigger our smile.
So clouds hide the moon, let the sky become black
arul put out the fire, there's no turning back!
Sing, sing, sing as your eyes
look into the world of a dreamer who's wise.
Ring, ring, ring at the gate
of the dream world—oh ring before it's too late! ^
Put out the fire, become one with the night;
put out the stars and let darkness grow bright.

Praise be the Dream!
Let's celebrate the wisdom of the night
the longest night...
join your friends, make your groups large or small

COMMUNITY:

Did we dream the Great DreamT
Oh moon and stars be praised!
The Great Dream has happened—
you seem a little dazed!
We must re-light the fire,
It will bum through the year
We must re-light it now
as the dawn draws near
The embers will warm us
and shine through our dreams
as the year passes by
l

All year we will tend it
arul feed it with wood.
All year it will crackle
as friendly fires should.

of the child at play and the ferns uncurled;
weave, weave, weave a web

come celebrate!
one or two, nine or ten, six or eight,
come let's celebrate/
Oh give praise and thanks and honor
to our new-found Dreamer
for her Dream.
Grant to all the Honored Dreamers
night-time in-betweeners,
great esteem!
Deck her out in grand attire
build and fan the fire
lift her higher and highercome along let's celebrate...
don't be late...
concentrate
on dancing all night long, so
Dance one and all! ETC.

Put flame to the kindling

Let us thank our honored guest

our embers must glow.

whose singing is the best—

A spark will catch quickly

we all are blessed.

arul then we'll all blow.
All year we will watch it
and sit by its side
All year it will rise
arul fall like the tide.

Leave, leave, leave this world

Oh join with us, let's sing a joyful song

The dream is all around.

like our mountain streams,

'

With her song about a dream
the night began to steam

.

the darkness gleamed.
When the light of dawn suggests
we lie down to rest
thenwe'U get undressed...

of dreams as the tides of the solstice ebb.

But next year, when darkness

but for now, come along lefs celebrate...

The moon has retired but she pulls us still

comes round once again,

don't be late...

we'll remember this night

follow fate!

Inside the hill, it is silent and black-

when the Great Dream came.

and sing the night away, so

so put out the fire, there's no turning back.

Dance one and all! ETC.

Let the embers grow cold as they no longer burn.

Once more we will put out
the fire and lie down.
Once more we will wait
on that dark December ground.

Let our story be told as the seasons turn. •

So let's light the fire

Our coals have faded from red to black.

that will bum through the year!

The fire is out, there's no turning back!

Let's light it now

towards the great mountain, the fertile hill.

,

Dim, dim, dim the fire;
Trim, trim, trim the flame;

as the dawn draws near
THE

DREAM

IS

DANCED

^

Sing, one and all!

Wrapped in darkest night,

The forest is waiting, silent and blackso put out the fire, there's no turnirig back.

Oh come along let's dance away the night
the longest night. .

a solstice song-

we nmke a sleepy sound...
Dim, dim, dim the fire;
when we close our eyes, what will transpire?
Trim, trim, trim the flame;
on this night every year, our song is the same.
Let the embers grow cold as they no longer bum.
Let our story be told as the seasons turn.

PROCESSION'

Oh give thanks for all that's dark
for sky that's deep and black
the fire's dead spark!
Let us praise and love the night
when nothing is in sight
and dreams take flight!
Black is friendly, kind and good
and so misunderstood
Now together we joyously
come along and celebrate...
don't be late...

'

L I B R E T T O

concentrate

CHORUS:

Dawn is the place at the edge of the world

'

Aurora, sleeping and waking;

wherewitches and goddesses thrive.

Aurora, dreaming and singing

Its mists hide the artist, the singer, the seer,

Dante one and all!

Aurora, the bridge

and all who feel joy at being alive.

Oh come along let's dance away the night

where the stars meet the sun.

Dawn is in all the songs we sing—

the longest night.

A dream not ended; a dream begun.

our harmonies blend night and day.

on dancing all night long, so

Sing, one and all!
Oh join with us, let's sing a joyful song

Dawn is a state of body and mind.

A hint of pink seeps through the hightsky:

Dawn is a way to pray.

this time is an end and beginning too.

a joyful, solstice song...

Dawn holds, the night in its dark embrace;

Oh praise be the Dream!
Let's celebrate the wisdom of the night

CHORUS

dawn holds the day in its eggshell blue.

We carry our dreams into tomorrow.'

The owl settles down in the fork of a pine

the longest night...
one or two, nine or ten, six or eight,

We treasure the darkness in our hearts.

and cobwebs gleam with dewdrops like beads.
This is the bridge between sleeping and waking

come let's celebrate!

This is the bridge between dreams and deeds.
"AURORA"

. '

The longest night will be with us all year
Dawn is where everything ends and starts.
We carry our dreams from the night just gone:
wisdom will follow where darkness leads. .

CHORUS

(Community)

A hint of the morning whistles and rings

A hint of grey on the eastern horizon

in the songs of the birds greeting the trees.

promises dawn; promises light.

Something upturns in the pool by the cedar;

One moment all is dark, and then

the frog says it's morning; a sparrow agrees.

slowly this gleam brings an end to night.

Creatures of the night settle down at dawn

It starts, who knows where, as a sheen on the sky,

and begin their sleep as the sun creeps up.

its beginning obscure, its birth untended.

The air is full of chatter and dreams.

Like an idea, it's a germ of itself—,

The sleepers are still. The wakers don't stop.

We are the bridge between sleeping and waking ^
We are the bridge between dreams and deeds
CHORUS

Text copyright Judith Barrington ©1994

the past arul the future perfectly blended.
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